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Uniformed services means the Army,
Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast
Guard, Public Health Service, and the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration.

Vested account balance means that
portion of an individual’s account
which is not subject to forfeiture under
5 U.S.C. 8432(g).

Subpart B—Miscellaneous

§1690.11 Plan year.

The Thrift Savings Plan’s plan year
is established on a calendar-year basis
for all purposes, except where another
applicable provision of law requires
that a fiscal year or other basis be
used. As used in this section, the term
“‘calendar-year basis’’ means a twelve-
month period beginning on January 1
and ending on December 31 of the same
year.

§1690.12

(a) A participant or beneficiary can
appoint an agent to conduct business
with the TSP on his or her behalf by
using a power of attorney (POA). The
agent is called an attorney-in-fact. The
TSP must approve a POA before the
agent can conduct business with the
TSP; however, the TSP will accept a
document that was signed by the agent
before the TSP approved the POA. The
TSP will approve a POA if it meets the
following conditions:

(1) The POA must give the agent ei-
ther general or specific powers, as ex-
plained in paragraphs (b) and (c) of this
section;

(2) A notary public or other official
authorized by law to administer oaths
or affirmations must authenticate, at-
test, acknowledge, or certify the par-
ticipant’s or beneficiary’s signature on
the POA; and

(3) The POA must be submitted to
the TSP recordkeeper for approval.

(b) General power of attorney. A gen-
eral POA gives an agent unlimited au-
thority to conduct business with the
TSP, including the authority to sign
any TSP-related document. By way of
example, a POA grants such authority
by authorizing the agent to act on be-
half of the participant or beneficiary
with respect to “‘all matters,” “‘per-
sonal property,” ‘“‘Federal Government

Power of attorney.

§1690.13
retirement benefits,”” or ‘“‘business
transactions.”

(c) Specific power of attorney. A spe-
cific power of attorney gives an agent
the authority to conduct specific TSP
transactions. A specific POA must ex-
pressly describe the authority it
grants. By way of example, a specific
POA may authorize an agent to ‘‘ob-
tain information about my TSP ac-
count’” or ‘“‘borrow or withdraw funds
from my TSP account.”

[69 FR 29852, May 26, 2004]
§1690.13 Guardianship and
servatorship orders.

(a) A court order can authorize an
agent to conduct business with the
TSP on behalf of an incapacitated par-
ticipant or beneficiary. The agent is
called a guardian or conservator and
the incapacitated person is called a
ward. The TSP must approve a court
order before an agent can conduct busi-
ness with the TSP; however, the TSP
will accept a document that was signed
by the agent before the TSP approved
the court order. The TSP will approve
a court order appointing an agent if
the following conditions are met:

(1) A court of competent jurisdiction
(as defined at 5 CFR 1690.1) must have
issued the court order;

(2) The court order must give the
agent either general or specific powers,
as explained in paragraphs (b) and (c)
of this section;

(3) The agent must satisfy the TSP
that he or she meets any precondition
specified in the court order, such as a
bonding requirement;

(4) The court order must be sub-
mitted to the TSP record keeper for
approval.

(b) General grant of authority. A gen-
eral grant of authority gives a guard-
ian or conservator unlimited authority
to conduct business with the TSP, in-
cluding the authority to sign any TSP-
related document. By way of example,
an order gives a general grant author-
ity by appointing a ‘‘guardian of the
ward’s estate,” by permitting a guard-
ian to ‘‘conduct business transactions”
for the ward, or by authorizing a guard-
ian to care for the ward’s “‘personal
property’ or ‘‘Federal Government re-
tirement benefits.”

con-
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